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(Nashville: Publishing House of the M. E. Church, South, 1900; pp. 
xiv-J-380.) In the introduction to this book, written by the author's 
friend Dr. J. J. Tigert, it is spoken of as " the first contribution to bib- 
lical theology emanating from our ministry or church [the Methodist 
Episcopal, South] , and a most noteworthy one." Its characterization 
as a contribution to biblical theology is not precisely accurate ; the 
subtitle of the book describes it more correctly. But it is worthy of 
Dr. Tigert's praise. It is characterized by sober exegesis, spiritual 
sympathy, and a good degree of appreciation and appropriation of 
what is best in modern biblical study. If at some points there is a 
certain lack of firm grasp, an apologetic tone when only clear exposi- 
tion is called for, the fact to which the introduction refers probably 
accounts for, if it does not even justify, it. The book ought to have a 
wide reading, especially among those for whom it is particularly 
intended. — Ernest D. Burton. 

Einfuhrung in das Neue Testament. Zweite, vermehrte und ver- 
besserte Auflage. Mit 10 Handschriften-Tafeln. Von Eberhard 
Nestle. (Gottingen : Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1899; pp. 288; 
M. 4.40.) The first edition of this work was published in 1897, and 
had but 129 pages. This second edition has been entirely rewritten, 
new matter being added throughout ; the volume has been increased 
to nearly twice its former size. It presents the whole subject of New 
Testament textual criticism in a concise but complete and scholarly 
way. Chap, i presents the history of the printed text of the New 
Testament since 1514 A. D., including the latest editions of the text 
by the author, Schjott, Baljon, and others. Chap, ii treats of the 
material of New Testament textual criticism, the uncial manuscripts, 
the most important minuscules, and lectionaries, prefaced by an admi- 
rable fifteen-page section on the palaeography of the manuscripts ; also 
of the translations of the New Testament, and of the patristic quota- 
tions. Chap, iii treats of the theory of New Testament textual criti- 
cism, with a careful exposition of the most important principles and 
problems involved; and then is added nearly sixty pages of "observa- 
tions " upon the textual readings of a large number of difficult passages 
throughout the New Testament, a useful contribution to text-critical 
study. The volume is an important aid to the student in this field. 
It does not take the place of Hort's second volume of The New Testa- 
ment in Greek, but supplements it and brings it down to date in a 
necessary way. Nestle is persuaded that there is still much work to be 
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done upon the text of the New Testament, particularly with reference 
to the so-called " Western " family of witnesses. Holding firmly by 
the genealogical method, he still thinks that further study may bring 
important modifications in the results already obtained. He is a moder- 
ate representative of the younger German school of text-critics,who would 
revise the current estimate of the type of text found in Codex Bezae. 
This advance work calls for careful consideration. — Textkritische Betner- 
kungen zu Markus. Von Professor Fr. Blass. (="Beitrage zur Forderung 
christlicher Theologie, dritter Jahrgang, Heft 3, pp. 5 1-93.) (Gutersloh : 
Bertelsmann, 1899.) Blass has a theory of his own about the gospel 
of Mark, which he presented in his Philology of the Gospels (1898), to 
the effect that Mark wrote his gospel in Aramaic, after which various 
persons translated it into Greek with some freedom ; one of these 
translators was Luke, who also made use of Mark's gospel in the com- 
position of his own ; the Greek text of Mark's gospel which is handed 
down by the Greek MSS. of the New Testament, and which is now 
accepted as the standard text, is not Luke's translation, however, for 
it contains almost no Lucan characteristics; but in the text of D and 
the Old Latin MSS. appear many readings which came from Luke's 
Greek translation, so that in them we have often better readings than 
those in the text of Mark at present accepted. The purpose of the 
Observations here being noticed is to make a more extended examina- 
tion of the text of Mark, contrasting the readings of the approved 
Greek MSS. with the readings of D, the Old Latin, and the Sinaitic 
Syriac. What Blass gives is a fragmentary treatment of the subject, 
which, however, is interesting and useful. In his general remarks he 
does not restate his former opinion about the origin of Mark, but says 
that the gospel passed through many hands, being constantly redacted ; 
and he concludes that the evidence of the Syro- Latin group of wit- 
nesses to the text of Mark must be given fuller consideration, and 
must be allowed a larger influence in the ultimate New Testament 
text. — The Method of Jesus: an Interpretation of Personal Religion. 
By A. W. Anthony. (Boston : Silver, Burdett & Co., 1899 > PP- 2 ^4 ; 
$1.25.) This little book realizes its aim, which is to help the people 
over from traditional to progressive conceptions of Christianity. Its 
spirit is excellent, its method sympathetic and successful. The ideas 
which it contains are commonplaces with the leaders of religious 
thought, and the contents are somewhat miscellaneous ; but this is 
probably what the majority of the ministers and laymen most need. — 
The Christology of Jesus, being his Teaching concerning Himself 
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according to the Synoptic Gospels. By Rev. James Stalker, D.D. 
(New York: A. C. Armstrong & Son, 1899; PP- xiv-f 298; $1.50.) 
This volume contains the Cunningham Lectures for 1899. It is the 
first of three volumes which Dr. Stalker purposes to write ; the second 
is to be upon The Ethic of Jesus, the third upon His Teaching as 
Recorded by St. John. The title of this first volume is not a good one ; 
for " Christology " is a theological term, and Dr. Stalker rightly says 
"the words of Christ belong not to theology, but to religion" (p. 23). 
Further, the author should have prepared and published first his 
treatment of The Ethic of Jesus; for he says also that " the teaching of 
Jesus is predominantly ethical, and that theology has done no sort of 
justice to the ethics of Jesus" (p. 23). This would have brought the 
two subjects into the order of prominence which Jesus gave them. 
The chapters of this volume are entitled " The Importance of the Teach- 
ing of Jesus," "The Son of Man," "The Son of God," "The Messiah," 
"The Redeemer," "The Judge" (two articles previously published are 
appended, one on Wendt's Lehre Jesu, Bd. I, the other on the book of 
Enoch). Notwithstanding the fact that " the teaching of Jesus about 
himself in the synoptists is scanty and inconspicuous" (p. x), Dr. 
Stalker manages to find in it a sure basis for pretty much all of the 
ecclesiastical Christology. The "younger theologians of Germany" 
seem to be his bete noire. Upon not a few points one would be com- 
pelled to differ with the author, not least among which would be his 
peculiar aversion to the phrase "the kingdom of God" — an aversion 
which he unwarrantably attributes to Jesus himself (p. 165). The 
book will serve a good purpose among the rank and file of Christians, 
as a popular presentation of the subject. — C. W. Votaw. 

St. Paul's Epistle to the Romans. A Practical Exposition. By 
Charles Gore, M.A., D.D. (New York : Charles Scribner's Sons, 
1899, 1900; 2 vols.; pp. viii -f- 226 ; viii 4-241; each, $1.50.) Both 
the purpose and the method of these volumes are to be commended : 
the former, as it seeks to interpret to " ordinary Christians " the results 
of the scholars ; the latter, in that judicious use is made of analysis and 
paraphrase, supplemented when necessary by fuller explanations of the 
" main ideas or phrases " which each section (of the Revised Version) 
contains. 

The writer's point of view as an expositor is consistently that of 
the English churchman. To instance one position among many. 
Justification is rightly explained as a " forensic " word, expressing the 



